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variability of toleration
Tie degree of tolerance attainable at any moment
depends on the strain under which society is maintaining
its cohesion,  la war, for instance, we suppress the gospels
and put Quakers in prison, muzzle the newspapers, and
make it a serious offence to shew a light at night.   Under
the strain of invasion the French Government in 1792 struck
off 4000 heads, mostly on grounds that would not in time
of settled peace have provoked any Government to chloro-
form a dog; and in 1920 the British Government slaughtered
and burnt ie Ireland to persecute the advocates of a con*
stitutional change which it had presently to effect itself,
Later on the Fascist! in Italy did everything that the Black
«nd Tans did in Ireland, with some grotesquely ferocious
variations, under the strain of an unskilled attempt at
industrial revolution by Socialists who understood Socialism
even less than Capitalists understand Capitalism.   In th*
United States an incredibly savage persecution of Russians
took place during the scare spread by the Russian Bolshevik -
revolution after 1917.   These instances could easily be
multiplied; but they are enough to shew that between a
maximum of indulgent toleration and a ruthlessly intolerant
Terrorism there is a scale through which toleration is con-
tinually rising or falling, and that there was not the smallest
ground for the self-complacent conviction of the nineteenth
century that It was more tolerant than the fifteenth, or that
such an event as the execution of Joan could not possibly
occur in what we caU our own more enlightened times.
Thousands of women, each of them a thousand times less
dangerous and terrifying to our Governments than Joan
was to the Government of her day, have within the last ten
years been slaughtered, starved to death, burnt out of house

